
My name is Claudene. I am the mother of a beautiful little boy named Schalkie. We 
recently relocated to Kempton Park, Gauteng.  
 
Schalkie is a precious 2-year-old who will be turning 3 in April 2025.  
 
Schalk was diagnosed with Failure to Thrive end of September 2024 for a second 
time. He was admitted to hospital to determine the cause of his Failure to Thrive, 
as well as chronic diarrhoea and vomiting. After a mountain load of blood tests, x-
rays, barium swallow, abdominal ultrasound and CT scans, his paediatrician 
referred him to a Paediatric Gastroenterologist.  
 
The Paediatric Gastroenterologist did an endoscopy and colonoscopy and inserted 
a Naso Gastric Tube for a 24-Hour pH-impedance procedure. The pH-impedance 
procedure is a thin tube that goes through his nose down into his stomach and 
Schalkie was diagnosed with GERD (Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease) which 
means he has severe reflux. With the scopes, the Dr found that Schalkie's 
esophagus was burned very badly from all the acid. She also found that Schalkie 
has abnormal chronically enlarged tonsils, as well as adenoids, that need to be 
taken out as soon as possible. Unfortunately, our medical aid plan does not cover 
tonsillectomy and adenoids removal.  
 
The results of the endoscopy and colonoscopy showed that there is damage to his 
small intestines. (Inside small intestines there are little hairs that are there to help 
absorb nutrients from his food for his body). The Paediatric Gastroenterologist 
explained that certain parts of Schalkie's small intestines have an absence of hairs, 
which means that the nutrients his little body needs, can't be absorbed 
effectively.  
 
Schalkie will need to be on Chronic Reflux medication and start treatment to heal 
the small intestines, as well as have the tonsillectomy and adenoids removal 
done.  
 
Unfortunately, as previously stated above, all these medical requirements that will 
help Schalkie become healthy, is not covered by our medical aid. We still have a lot 
of unpaid accounts from the previous hospital visit like all the blood tests that 
were done and the upcoming check-up at the Paediatric Gastroenterologist is also 
quite expensive.  
 
If you feel in your heart that you would like to contribute to little Schalkie's journey 
to becoming a healthier little boy, we would really appreciate any contribution 
immensely.  
 
Thank you so much for taking the time to read his story. 



 

 


